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Abstract

Women around the world are doing amazing things in agriculture. They are working to
produce new farmer varieties of crops that are really good for the environment and can grow
well in their local areas. These varieties can cope with different weather and keep the soil
healthy. Women know a lot about their land and what grows best on it. They use this knowledge
to combine old agricultural methods with new ideas to achieve better harvests. This is very
important because many types of crops strengthen agriculture and ensure that everyone has
enough food. By growing these new crops, women are helping farms overcome major
challenges like biotic and abiotic stress, ensuring we can all have food in the future. This work
by women is not just about growing food; It's about making our planet healthier and helping
communities around the world thrive.
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Introduction

A quiet revolution is underway in the vast and green fields of agriculture, with women
at the forefront of innovation and sustainability. Their commitment is not only changing the
landscape of agriculture, but also ensuring the preservation of biodiversity and the adoption of
sustainable practices. At the heart of this transformation is the community- centred approach,
harnessing the collective power of women to create a future where agriculture thrives and
emphasizes crop diversity and environmentally friendly farming practices. This approach goes
beyond the mere act of planting and harvesting. It’s about creating a legacy of resilience and
abundance. By integrating traditional knowledge with modern techniques, women are leading
their communities towards greener and more generous horizons. Biodiversity is the cornerstone

of a healthy ecosystem, and women, with their nuanced understanding of local environments,
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play a critical role in maintaining genetic diversity in crops. This conservation is crucial not
only for ecological balance but also for ensuring food security in an ever-changing climate.
Therefore, the role of women in agriculture is not just a matter of equality or empowerment; It
is a cornerstone in the arc of global sustainability (Gowda, 2018).
Women in Agri-Innovation: Cultivating a Sustainable Future

Women in Agri-innovation are pivotal for steering the agricultural sector towards a
more sustainable and equitable future. Their involvement bridges the gap between traditional
knowledge and modern agricultural practices, fostering resilience, biodiversity, and
community empowerment. This comprehensive approach is fundamental in addressing the
multifaceted challenges of food security, climate change, and gender inequality within the

agricultural domain (Kumar et al., 2021).

Role of Women in Farmer Variety Development
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Figure 1. Steps of Empowering Women Toward Inclusive Farmer’s Variety
Development and Sustainability
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This will require empowering women farmers through special and tailor-made
education that makes them aware of the importance of diversification and the benefits it offers.
The programs are meant to make the women aware of biodiversity and sustainable practices
that further lead to strengthening resilience and decision-making within the agricultural
systems. Self-Help Groups (SHGs) are further cementing the agriculture system with
community-based development, which provides a sharing of resources, knowledge exchange,
and mutual support toward economic empowerment and social bonding. Women are great
contributors and play an important role in the conservation of a variety of crops at a local level
as a source of genetic diversity, which is important in the future for food security and
environmental adaptation. Collaboration in between the women farmers and scientific
institutions connects the tradition wisdom and scientific study to make crops more quality
focused and sustained. This would stimulate better crop management practices and thereby
encourage farmers to adopt and practice sustainable better crop management. This is also
helping for the empowerment of women in agriculture, thereby contributing support to
entrepreneurship, innovation, and challenges to traditional gender roles ushering in a more
sustainable, just, and prosperous future for all.

Summary and Conclusion

Women are revolutionizing agriculture, leading innovations for sustainability and
biodiversity. By blending traditional practices with modern science, they foster resilience,
improve food security, and empower communities. Self-Help Groups amplify their impact,
sharing knowledge and support. Women preserve crop diversity, collaborate with researchers,
and drive the adoption of superior varieties. Their work promotes sustainable farming,
enhancing yields and resilience. Acknowledging their contributions, women are celebrated as
key architects of a sustainable agricultural future, securing nourishment and ecological well-
being for generations. Reflecting on the adage, "If you teach a man to farm, his family will eat.
If you teach a woman to farm, the community will eat,” It becomes clear that women's
contribution to agriculture goes far beyond the boundaries of individual plots. Women share
their knowledge and innovations with the broader community, promoting practices that ensure
the well-being not only of their own families, but of the entire community. Recognizing and
supporting women in agriculture is not just a matter of equity, but a critical strategy for

achieving food security and sustainable development worldwide.

113

Page

www.justagriculture.in



Vol. 4 Issue- 9, May 2024 (e-ISSN: 2582-8223)

<)JUST AGRICULTURE

multidisciplinary e-Newsletter

References:

Gowda, N. D. ""An Analysis on Role of Women in Agriculture and Rural Development in the
Indian Context.” International Journal of Legal Research and Studies 3, no. 1 (2018):
127-133.

Kumar, Jagdish, P. N. Sivalingam, J. Mallikarjuna, S. K. Jain, J. Sridhar, K. Kiran Kumar,
Sujay Anand, and P. K. Ghosh. "Innovations in Agriculture an Overview." Innovations
in Agriculture for a Self-Reliant India (2021): 15-32.

114

www.justagriculture.in

Page



